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Teaching large classes 
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Large classes are a reality in many countries and they pose particular challenges. This article 

suggests ways to help discipline, to use group work and to cope with limited resources. 

•     What are the challenges of teaching a large class? 

•     How can you use group work to help learning in a large class? 

•     How can group work help in a large class when resources are lacking? 

•     How can you develop good discipline in a large class? 

•     The advantages of a large class 

•     Next steps 

 

 

What are the challenges of teaching a large class? 
•     It's difficult to keep good discipline going in a large class. 

•     You have to provide for more children of different ages and different abilities, wanting to learn 

different things at different speeds and in different ways. 

•     You can't easily give each child the individual attention they need. 

•     You may not have enough books or teaching and learning aids. 

 

 

How can you use group work to help learning in a large class? 
In a large class children pairs and groups can help each other and learn from each other. They don't 

get bored listening to teacher talk. Try these strategies: 

 

 

•     Organise the groups to suit the children's abilities 

Teachers of large classes have tried different strategies: 

о   mixed-ability groups: The more able learners in the group can help the 

others to master the work so that the teacher need not teach some parts..  

о   same-ability groups: The teacher can leave the groups of faster learners to 

get on with the work on their own. S/he can give extra help to individual 

learners in the slower groups.  

о    using group leaders/monitors: Some teachers appoint faster, more able 

learners as group leaders or monitors who can help slower learners. 

 

 

•     Monitor the groups yourself 

The teacher needs to move around the classroom to see what progress learners are making and what 

problems are coming up. S/he can give advice, encouragement and extra individual help where it is 

needed. 
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How can group work help in a large class when resources are lacking? 

 

Group work can help you manage with few textbooks, or even only one text book. 

 

 

If you do not have enough books for each child, form groups so that each group has one book. 

 

 

If you have only one book: - let each group have some time to work with the book. The other 

groups can do activities that fit in with the theme of the passage in the book. For example, if the 

topic is 'family life' those groups who have not read yet can work on pre-reading tasks around 

'family life'. They can write down words they know on that topic, or talk about their families.Those 

groups who have finished reading can talk about what they have read, or write down a summary. 

After about ten minutes give the book to another group, so that by the end of the lesson all the 

groups will have done some work with the book. 

 

 

With or without group work, if you have only one book, you could:- 

•     write the important bits of text on the blackboard before the lesson. 

•     make the text into a dictation, so everyone has a copy of the text written down. 

 

 

 

How can you develop good discipline in a large class? 
•     Establish a code of behavior that is created by teacher and learners together. It should 

state clear basic rules of conduct that learners understand, such as: 

о   They have to work quietly;  

о   They may talk, but not loudly; 

о   Children who have finished the lesson tasks can read a book to keep them busy. 

•     Use the environment outside the classroom. It offers a new, different space when 

children get noisy or bored, and helps to reduce overcrowding. Remember that: 

о   You can work with some groups inside the classroom while the other groups are 

working outside (use different tasks or the same task) 

о    You need to set up outdoor activities clearly and carefully and monitor them. 

•     Appoint responsible group leaders who can help maintain discipline. They can also give 

out and take in work for the groups, and explain what groups must do. 

 

 

 

The advantages of a large class 
• When there are many children in a class they can share many different ideas and interesting life 

experiences. This stimulates the children and enlivens those parts of your lesson where children can 

discuss and learn from each other. 

•     During project work, children can learn to share responsibility and help each other. This also 

brings variety and speeds up the work. 

 

Next steps 
Remember these are not the best or only ways to teach and learn in large classes, but if 

you have not used these techniques before, you may want to try them with your class. 
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•     Discuss with your class a code of conduct, that would suit your situation. The children can write 

the points on a poster. Put this poster in a visible place. 

•     Plan a variety of activities that can be used when you have only one book. 

•     Plan a group project in which each group member will have their own special task that is 

connected to the others. Each group should sign a contract in which they each agree to do their own 

task and finish it by a certain date. 

 

 
Learner-centeredness 
 
 

Worksheet 1 
 
 
 
Ways of making your training room more learner-centered 
 

1. Look at this list of ways of making your training room more learner-centered. 
Which do you think are the 3 most important tips? Be ready to justify your choice! 
 
 

■   Use pair and group work before discussing ideas in plenary (think-pair-share) 

■   Elicit ideas from participants before you tell them your ideas 

■   Ask participants the questions instead of answering them yourself 

■   Ask participants to reflect on what they've learnt, and give them time to do so 

■   Give input, then give participants some 'buzz' time 

■   Demonstrate a technique or activity, then ask participants to copy and practice 

■   Ask participants to demonstrate sometimes 

■   Provide water and enough air- and let participants move around 

■   Listen carefully to participants 

 
 

2. Now add another tip if you have one! 
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Learner-centred teaching 
 
When teaching is learner-centred, the learners or students are the focus of attention, not the 
teacher. 
Read column 1 of the table. Your trainer will demonstrate each activity. Decide which are learner-

centred and which are examples of active learning or X. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Worksheet 1: Eliciting 
 

Reflection 
 
Work with a partner. Discuss these questions. 

 
1)         What was the most important rule in the game we played? 

 

2)          Did you enjoy the game? 

 

3)          Could you use it with your classes? Why / why not? Would you have to make any 

adaptations? 

 

4)          What different ways did you use to elicit the words / phrases? Did you give definitions, use 

gestures, mime etc? 

 

5) Do you use any of these techniques in the classroom to elicit from learners? Why / why not? 
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Worksheet 2 - Eliciting questionnaire 
 

In groups discuss the following statements. Do you agree or disagree with each one. 

Why? 
 

 

1.  You can't elicit vocabulary and grammar from young learners because they don't 

know enough        

 

2. Eliciting is a good way of finding out how much your students know. 

 

3. It's much easier and faster just to explain new words and grammar. 

 

4. The best way to elicit words is by using definitions. 

 

5. You should keep eliciting until you get the correct answer from your students.    

        

6. Once you get the correct answer you can move on to the next thing. 

 

7. Eliciting keeps the students involved and active. 
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Worksheet 3 – How can I elicit….? 

 In groups look at the words on the left. Think of the best technique to use to elicit 
each one and the language you, the teacher, might need to use (if any) 

 
 

Language to elicit Technique used Language use by T 

 

A living – room 

 

  

 

A tissue 

 

  

 

Hard – working 

 

  

 

To sip your coffee 

 

  

 

A cooker 

 

  

 

Would you mind if I 

open the window 

 

  

 

Angry  

 

  

 

Vegetables 

 

  

 

A film star 

 

  

 

 

 

FOLD--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FOLD 

 

 Describe a situation 

 Draw a picture 

 Give examples of different types 

 Give famous names 

 Mime 

 Realia 

 Show a picture 

 Show facial expression 

 Use an antonym 
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Workshop- Instructions  
 
 

Worksheet 1 Classroom Instructions 
 
 

Language focus 
 

Find as many endings as you can for these instructions. 
 
 
 

о   Work in 

о   Open your 

о   Repeat 

о   Please stop 

о   Listen 

о   Stand 

о   Five minutes 

о   Don't show 

о   Sit 
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Worksheet 2 Classroom layouts 
 
Part 1 Types of classroom layouts 

 
What are the names of the following classroom layouts? 

 

 

 
 
Part2 Large classes 

 
How could you get a class of 41 students to work in the following ways? 

 

1) Pairs 

 

2) Groups of three  

 

3) Groups of nine 
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Working with large classes 

 

Language Focus Worksheet (Large classes) 

 

Situation What the teacher does What the teacher says 
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Workshop- Listening & reading skills 
 
Handout 1 
 
Bedtime 
 

A survey into people's sleep habits was carried out, based on the questions below. 
Answer the questions and then compare your answers with a partner. 
 

1. On average, do you think you get enough sleep? 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

с Don't know 
 

2. Do you need to be mentally alert in your work? 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

с Don't know 
 

3  How many hours do you usually sleep on weeknights 

a.  Less than 5 hours 

b.  5 to 6 hours с 6 to 7 hours 

d.  7 to 8 hours 

e.  More than 8 hours 
 

4. On average, how much sleep do you get on weekends nights? 

a.  Less than 5 hours 

b.  5 to 6 hours 

c.  6 to 7 hours 

d.  7 to 8 hours 

e.  More than 8 hours 
 

5. When you're sleeping, what do you think your brain is doing 

a.  Resting 

b.  Working 

с Don't know 
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Workshop- Listening & reading skills 
 

Handout 3 
 

Task 

In your group: 
1. Look at the reading or listening text you have been given, or have chosen. 
2. Prepare a lesson following these guidelines. REALLY FOCUS on the BEFORE 
stage. (Don't take more than 25 minutes to prepare the lesson) 
3. Make sure that each person in your group has a written version of the lesson 
plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
Before 

Create context which interests and motivates students. Really get the students into 
it! 
Make sure you establish a reason for doing the listening: i.e. what are the students 
going to do? 

Sometimes it's useful to use pictures to get students to predict what the listening or 
reading might be about. 
 
 
While 

Students do the task or tasks. 
 
 
After 

Think of a follow-up which uses the information the students have gained from the 
reading or listening. 
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ETTE-English for Teaching - Teaching for English 
 

 

 

Reflection and action plan 
 
1. Complete the following sentences 
 

 
i) One thing that I found very useful at the training is 

 
 
ii) One thing that I have to study / read about more is..... 
 
 

 
2.  Think about the classes you teach. Write two action points for your classes. 

 

 

 

 1 2 

Class 

Which class will I work with? 
  

Goal 

What will I try? 
  

How 

What materials or aids do I need? 
  

When 

When will I try it? 
  

Evidence 

How will I know I have been 

successful? 
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